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Name:

Swimming Pools

hristmas

READING COMPREHENSION BUNDLE

Few things are more alluring than a swi
people look for a pool when thinking of buyi
Swimming pools are relaxing, fun and a wel
day. Swimming pools appeal to people of
with children and teenagers. Despite their inf
swimming pools have a long history. Many pf

that one of the most popular places to be ir] | Look back in the passage and use context clues to determine the meaning
of each word. Circle the answer, then write down the context clues from the
Swimming pools have been around for| | text that helped you determine the answer.

invention.

Archaeological evidence shows that swimmni

Name:

nearly 5,000 year:
Pakistan. These pf
were popular ga
pools for both ple}
swimming pools.
Throughout
very wealthy. In
more popular witl
as a way to relax 1
England, wereref |
popular destinati
showed social cld

support your answer.

Name:

Comprehension Questions

Answer the following questions using evidence from the text to support your
answer.

What is the central idea of the passage? List two supporting details to

descriptions

disrespect

paused

During the n|
Various swimmingd

sport at the first rm

world, partieularly | 5 v was Saint Nicholas? Wha

iedboca ol

Soiad believed

the Olympics, swi
country. After Woi
The swimming po|
in the homes of th
after World War ll
became especia|

Today, swim|
popular. Pools arqg
United States and
swimming pools d
pools in ancient d
have been aroun

Nicholas and the modern mytt

3. The author states that there hq
gave difts in many cultures in §
the texte

4. What role did the poem by ClI
modern story of Santa Claus?

5. The author states that Santa C|
text supports that statement?

Text MessagN: Analysis

Brianna

(one youtocking t  wher)
e et
besutiul | can' getover

o thougtil s of

youto ek thatutfor

(T ke e s hapavi 1|
2 it mpell Mavbe tht
dsavng s right

Mom

1. What is the relationship between the two people in the
2

2. Cite evidence from the text that supports your answer
to the previous question.

w

. What happened before this conversation took place?

-

. Cite evidence from the text that supports your answer
to the previous question.

o

. What conclusion can you draw about one person in the
fon?

o

. Cite evidence from the text that supports your answer
to the previous question.

. What is the relationship between the two people in the
conversation?

o

. Cite evidence from the text that supports your answer
to the previous question.

w

. What happened before this conversation took place?

~

. Cite evidence from the text that supports your answer
to the previous question.

o

. What conclusion can you draw about one person in the
2

)

. Cite evidence from the text that supports your answer
to the previous question.

©Copyright Read Write Middle 2017

GRADES 6-7

DIFFERENTIATED READING

PASSAGES, CONTEXT CLUES

COLORING ACTIVITY AND
A FUN TEXT MESSAGE




REINDEER DIFFERENTIATED
. READING PASSAGE & ACTIVITIES

Name: Name: Name:

Context Clues

a

%

and used as o
are still able t: nyr o
associated wigh Christfas?

Reindeer are a deer species fou primarily in the Arctic, although
they may be found further south. In North America, they are often called
caribou. They live in cold climates and thrive in rough, rugged and cold
terrain. Their affinity for cold weather makes them the perfect animal to
represent winter, but they didn't truly become associated with Christmas or
Santa Claus and his flying sleigh until after 1823.

In 1823, Clement Clarke Moore wrote a poem describing Santa
riding in a flying sleigh pulled by eight tiny reindeer. Reindeer became linked
to the holiday and to Santa Claus with the success of Moore's poem, “A Visit
from St. Nicholas." The popularity of the poem caused reindeer to become a
major part of the holiday season. That connection has endured for over a
century.

When you think of Christmas, the reindeer is probably the first animal
to come to ypd Reindeer are menﬂ&ed in songs, featured on cards

The reindeer didn't get named until 1939, when Rudolph was listed
as the leader of Santa's herd. With his distinctive red nose, Rudolph was the
star of a booklet written by Robert May. The book was published by the
Montgomery Ward store and was immediately popular. As an outcast who
became the hero, Rudolph's story also taught children the importance of
being yourself.

In 1949, Rudolph's story became the basis for the popular song by

Gene Autry. T ong is still sung today. In 1264, Rudolph became the star of
his own movi s a stop motion anima d fllm featuring a snowman who
befriends Ru rc , Donner
and Blitzen wi ei ul movie and
song. Today, ey are |I\ ?h dofgfeing E leigh.

Reindeer have confinued fo be associated wnh Christmas, even
today. Many Christmas movies have reindeer in them, and reindeer adorn
Christmas decorations. They are not only important for their association with
Christmas. Reindeer are also highly prized and depended upon by the Sami
people of the Arctic Circle. Although made most famous for their role in
Santa's magical nighttime ride, reindeer are a logical choice to represent
Christmas because of their love of cold weather and their location near the
North Pole.

Rein: eer ore probobly the le? animal to come to mind
when you |nd nti ne, in songs and
pictured on come to be
associated

Rel deer | rc erica, they

are often called ccnbou. They Ilve in cold cllmotes and thrive in
rough and cold terrain. Their affinity for cold weather makes them the
perfect animal to represent winter. They didn't become associated
with Christmas until after 1823.

In 1823, Clement Clarke Moore wrote a poem about Santa
in a flying sleigh pulled by eight tiny reindeer. Reindeer became
linked to the holiday and to Santa Claus because of Moore's poem.
The popularity of the poem caused reindeer to become a major part
of the holiday season. That connection has endured for over a
century.

The reindeer didn't get named until 1939. Rudolph was listed
as the leader of Santa’s herd. With his distinctive red nose, Rudolph
was the star of a booklet written by Robert May. The book was printed
by the Montgomery Ward store and was very popular. Rudolph's
story also taught children the importance of being yourself.

In 1949, Rudolph's story became the basis for the popular
song by Gene Autry. The song is still sung today. In 1964, Rudolph

became th f his own movie. It v!:s a stop- mohon film featuring
asnowman s A ancer,
Prancer, Vix@h, , el e names of
the other rei deer  {h o n,

Reindeer are stlll associated with Christmas. Many Christmas
movies feature reindeer and they adorn Christmas decorations. They
are not only important for their association with Christmas. Reindeer
are highly prized by the Sami people of the Arctic Circle. Reindeer
were made famous for their role in Santa's magical nighttime ride.
They are also a logical choice to represent Christmas because they
love cold weather and live near the North Pole.

Look back in the passage and use context c\ues to determine the meaning
of each word@ the answer, then write ®own the context clues from the

. (r'eevrl e W

a. mainly b. favorably c. away

1. primarily

context clues:

2. terrain
a. home b. supply c. environment

context clues:

3. affinity
a. fondness b. dislike c. passion

context clues:

4. endured
a. lasted b.reduced c. believed
context clues:

5. distinctive
a. unknown b. common c. unique

context cl

= Preview

context clues:

7. adorn
a. decorate b. remove c. light
context clues:

GRead Wite Middie 2017

Name:

Context Clues

Look back in the passage and use context clues to determine the meaning of
each word. Determine what each word means based on the way it is used in
the passage, 1] write down the context (yes from the text that helped you.

1. primarily:

context clues:

2. ferain:

context clues:

3. offinity:

context clues:

4. endured:

context clues:

5. distinctive:

context clues:

6. basis:

context cl

CRead Write Middie 2017

Name:

Comprehension Questio

Answer the following questions using evidence from the text to support your
answer.

1. Whatis th P List two supporting details to

support yq

2. The author states that reindeer are a logical choice as an animal that

represents winter. What evidence in the text supports this statement?

3. What role did the poem by Clement Clarke Moore play in the connection

between reindeer and Christmas?

4. How did music play a role in the connection between reindeer and

Christmas?
o

5. What evidence does the author give to show that reindeer are still

associated with Christmas?

CRead Wite Middie 2017

Name:

riting Assignment

The story of Rudolph has delighted children for decades, but it also includes a

valuable lesson. In the story, children learn that it is important to be yourself.

Write a paragrgph about a time when you lgarned that it was important to

itil i the following:
oel ygprself.

+ Make sure you proofread your writing to check for spelling and grammar
issues.

©Read Write Middie 2017




L

%

EAD

SANTA CLAUS DIFFERENTIATED
READING PASSAGE & ACTIVITIES

Name:

Who is the jolly old man in a red suit, with reindeer pulling his sleigh,
delivering toys to children all over the world on Christmas Eve? It must be Santa
Claus. Santa Claus also goes by Saint Nicholas, Kris Kringle or Saint Nick.
Although not real, the myth of Santa may have been based on a real person.
His myth has grown and evolved 1hrough0u‘his?ory. resulting in different
depictions of -giving figure.

Gi s

Ner n ory.
Saturnalia wa ™€ of lhe o ongin| % ient holiday of
Saturnalia wajggenercly cel d ardggh f efygper. The holiday
was a festival fo venerate the Roman god Saturn. Celebration of Saturnalia

often included many days of festivities, a banquet and exchanging gifts.

Saint Nicholas was an actual person. He was a Greek Christian
bishop in Turkey in the fourth century who was famous for giving gifts to the
poor. He was a saint and his name day was celebrated by giving children gifts
in the Middle Ages. That tradition persisted even after he was no longer refered
to as a saint, but rather as Santa Claus.

While different from Santa Claus, there have been myths about
figures that brought gifts to children in many cultures in Europe. In England, the
idea of Father Christmas has a long history, with origins that date back to the
1500s. He was depicted as a jolly and large older man who embodied the spirit
of Christmas. He brought peace, joy, food and general good cheer. A German
tradition centered on the Norwegian god Odin. He was depicted as having a
long white beard and wore a cloak. People also believed that Odin brought
gifts on his travels.

The modern idea of Santa with his red suit and large stomach was
first created in the early nineteenth century. Santa was described as a “jolly old
elf" by Clement Clarke Moore in A Visit from $t. Nicholas. The poem begins with
the famous line, "'Twas the night before Christmas." This poem made popular
the idea that Santa Claus trekked all around the world to deliver presents.
Around the s e, illustrations of a larg®, bearded man helped create a

common ide a 1t cllike, i ta Jistill gortrayed in a
very similar w

Whige manygurofgan cul h # red gifts or
represented tfe winteFholidays, The derrin ion 01 Safta as a jolly,

portly man dressed in a red suit is most popular in the United States. Images of
Santa appear on cards, clothing and decorations. Santa is a cultural icon and
has inspired Christmas Eve rituals like leaving out milk and cookies and hanging
stockings, as well as holiday events like photos with Santa.

Name:

Santa Claus

Who is the jolly old man in a red suit delivering toys to children
all over the world on Christmas Eve? It must be Santa Claus. Santa Claus
also goes by Saint Nicholas, Kris Kringle or Saint Nick. Although not real,
Santa may have been based on a real person. The myth about Santa
has grown aggisg@anged over time. Thege are different depictions of this
gift-giving fi

Gi it iU sfia R \ tory. The
ancient holidihy of S@turriglia was ea higg at th December.
The holiday was a feStival enerdte the Roman god Satumn.
Celebration of Saturnalia often included a banquet and exchanging
gifts.

Saint Nicholas was an actual person. He was a Greek Christian
bishop in Turkey who lived in the 300s and was famous for giving gifts to
the poor. He was also a saint. His name day was celebrated by giving
children gifts in the Middle Ages. That tradition persisted even after he
was no longer referred to as a saint, but rather as Santa Claus.

There have been stories about mythical people that brought
gifts to children in many cultures in Europe. In England, the idea of
Father Christmas has a long history. He was described as a jolly and
large older man who embodied the spirit of Christmas. The Norwegian
god Odin was the focus of a German tradition. He had a long white
beard, wore a cloak and brought gifts on his travels.

The modem idea of Santa with his red suit and large stomach
wais first created in the early nineteenth century. Santa was described
as a “jolly old elf" by Clement Clarke Moore in A Visit from St. Nicholas.
The poem begins with the famous line, *'Twas the night before
Christmas." em made popular thgidea that Santa Claus trekked

T
all around fl dj 5 Senys. ghro) fhe same fgne,
illustrations of ol b e o
what Santa Ifloked Ifle.

The'moderh incal ion Of Sarta a8'4 jolly, P

in a red suit is most popular in the United States. Images of Santa appear
on cards, clothing and decorations. Santa is a cultural icon and has
inspired Christmas Eve rituals like leaving out milk and cookies and
hanging stockings, as well as holiday events like photos with Santa.

Name:

Context Clues

Look back in the passage and use context clues to determine the meaning
of each word. Circle the answer, then write down the context clues from the
text that helped you determine the answer.

1. depiction:
a. peopl

context cjies:

2. venerate
Q. visualize b. honor c. disrespect

context clues:

3. persisted
a. stopped b. continued c. paused
context clues:

4. embodied

a. represented b. destroyed c. believed
context clues:
5. trekked

a. hid b. fraveled c. sailed

context clues:

6. incarnation

a. form b. showing. c. material

context ¢|
7. portly
a.round

context clues:

GRead Wite Midde 2017

Name:

Context Clues

Look back in the passage and use context clues to determine the meaning of
each word. Determine what each word means based on the way it is used in
the passage, then write down the context clues from the text that helped you.

1. depictions:

context clles:

2. venerate

context clues:

3. persisted:

context clues:

4. embodied:

context clues:

5. trekked:

context clues:

6. incarnation:

context clues:

7. portly:

context cl

CRead Write Middie 2017

Name:

Comprehension Questio

Answer the following questions using evidence from the text to support your
answer.

1. Whatis the central idea of the passage? List two supporting details to

support your answer.

Nicholas and the modem myth of Santa Claus?

3. The author states that there have been different mythical figures that
gave gifts in many cultures in Europe. What is one example presented in
the texte

4. What role did the poem by Clement Clarke Moore play in creating the
modern story of Santa Claus?

F L
5. The auth s ot { i It A lefidence in the
text suppdits that gatel

CRead Wite Middie 2017

Name:

Giving gifts is an important tradition to celebrate holidays in many cultures.
Children often enjoy receiving expensive toys, but gifts that have a lot of
sentimental value are very meaningful. Sentimental means emotional. Think
of a time when you received a gift that may not have been very expensive,
but was very meaningful. Write a paragraph that explains what the gift was
and why it was so important. In your writing, be sure to include the following:
Explain whoyou received the gift from.

) L]
i s YO
progreal Wi to gh SO grammar
issues.

ew

‘©Read Write Middie 2017
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CHRISTMAS TEXT MESSAGE

ANALYSIS

Text Messagnt Analysis

1. What is the relationship between the two people in the
aation?
Erlznna conversation?
o 2. Cite evidence from the text that supports your answer

to the previous question.

took place?

beat | con ) over
o thoughtu A wasof

orts your answer
to the previous question.

e e What conclusion can you draw about one person in the

1 Moot conversation?
P pi

B

Cite evidence from the text that supports

- to the previous question.

your answer

What is the relationship between the two people in the
o conversation?

ecortions Eventhing

2. Cite evidence from the text that supports your answer

‘ to the previous question.

o tor 3. What happened before this conversation took place?

4. Cite evidence,
to the pre

om the text that supports
question.

e our answer

ne person in the

Cite evidence from the text that supports your answer
to the previous question.

©Copyright Read Write Middle 2017

Text

Andre

Message Analysis

1. What is the relationship between the two people in the
conversation?
2. Cite evidence from the text that supports your answer

to the previous question.

to the previous question.

5. What conclusion can you draw about one person in the
conversation?

6. Cite evidence from the text that supports your answer
to the previous question.

1. What is the relationship between the two people in the
conversation?

2. Cite evidence from the text that supports your answer

to the previous question.

row up. ks g 01

3. What happened before this conver.

fon took place?

Cite evidenc fr*n the text that supports your answer
to the previous Jiestion.

person in the

Cite evidence from the text that supports your answer
to the previous question.

CCopyright Read Write Middle 2017

Text MessagN: Analysis

What is the relationship between the two people in the
conversation?

Chelsea

2. Cite evidence frg th
to the previo

e text that supports your answer
estion.

ed

IS

Cite evidence from the text that supports your answer
to the previous question.

Uimew et thr

’;7:;::‘:;;‘;:; 5 5. What conclusion can you draw about one person in the
Sndfmcoser o conversation?
6. Cite evidence from the text that supports your answer

to the previous question.

. What is the relationship between the two people in the
Dad conversation?

-

Cite evidence from the text that supports your answer
to the previous question.

©

What happened before this conversation took place?

conversanon"

fest sy beter

6. Cite evidence from the text that supports your answer
to the previous question.

3 ©Copyright Read Write Middle 2017

Tioved watching e s
ok g and
g s

it R cod

Message Analysis

1. What is the relationship between the two people in the
conversation?

2. Cite evidence frggn the text that supports your answer
to the previous Juestion.

ed)

4. Cite evidence from the text that supports your answer
to the previous question.

5. What conclusion can you draw about one person in the
conversation?

6. Cite evidence from the text that supports your answer
to the previous question.

1. What is the relationship between the two people in the
conversation?

2. Cite evidence from the text that supports your answer
to the previous question.

3. What happened before this conversation took place?

conversation?

6. Cite evidence from the text that supports your answer
to the previous question.

©Copyright Read Write Middle 2017
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* CHRISTMAS

COLOR BY NUMBER

Name: Name:

< O N I EX I ‘ LU ES Read the sentences below and use context clues to determine the meaning of
each underlined word. Then fill in the spaces that match the question number with

the color that corresponds with your answer.

7A

1. Celeste scoured the shelves looking for the spices her mom needed for the pie.

read - red searched - yellow emptied - white

2. Instead of choosing one song, the chorus decided to sing a medley of popular

PREVIEW

loved to reminisce about his favorite holiday memories.
recall - red avoid - yellow
> bestow gifts more than he liked receiving them.
give - green request - white
hosted a holiday shindig every year and always invited the
9 8 10 4 1 7 6 1 1
llow partner - green party - red
8 1 I ade sure everyone had copious amounts of food at his holiday
9 4 1 1 2 il
6
ve - Wit W -
9 7 4 1 7 10 10 10 10 in thej#eace] q fter returied e f usy
6 10 10
10 10 feared - green dreaded - yellow

9 6 4 6 7 1 4 10 10 10 10 ed to go home for the holidays that he packed his valise a

lunchbox - yellow suitcase - green
9 “ 6 4 1 7 6 10 1 7 4 7 months amassing enough money to buy her mother a

7 e collecting - yellow claiming - red
S 7
7/
©Read Write Middle 2018
7
7/ 1
7/ i
il 7
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CHRISTMA

COLOR BY NUMBER

AN 4

Name: Name:

O N I EX I ‘ LU ES Read the sentences below and use context clues to determine the meaning of
each underlined word. Then fill in the spaces that match the question number with
the color that corresponds with your answer.

1 5 5 . . o it ,
1. Felix looked forward to perusing the sale ads to find items he might ask for as
gifts.
1 c c showing - red ignoring - brown examining - green
h usu ev that t
Name:
1 e ite
ion offeliciol d dispyed
1 collection - white burden - brown
ole looked odious, so | skipped over it.
1
3 2 2 2 2 2 1 1 5 5 delicious - brown plain - white
6 fing festive games with her family members.
6 slow - white difficult - brown
8 : : o 1717 1° B 1 1 5 5 regated around the television after dinner to watch their
vie.
]
] 8 0 9 il il 5 5
i lant tg
-] 8 8 9 e 9 1 1 5 5
] —9- famil
8 1 5 own decorated - green removed - red
8 9 6 9 6 9 3 2 2 2 2 2 2 3
3 6 6 aited for her family to return home so they could open
9 6 6 6
8 9 3 10 8 3 6 9 e6l717159 6 9 3 patiently - green eagerly - brown
10 3 8 10 emotive message in the card he sent to his grandmother
[ her.
5 8 10 9 al 10 10 In angry - brown boring - white
©Read Write Middle 2018
8
8 8 7 10 10
6 &)
8 8
8 9 6 O 6 g 6 8
3 3
&) 6
8 0 3 10 8 3 6 8
10 8
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CHRISTMA

COLOR BY NUMBER

Name:

TEXT CLUES

Name:

Read the sentences below and use context clues to determine the meaning of
each underlined word. Then fill in the spaces that match the question number with
the color that corresponds with your answer.

1. Christina knew it was improbable but really hoped that her parents would give

CONTEXT CLUES

1 1 1 1 1 1 1
her a dog as a present.
likely - yellow
6 6 6 6 6 6 6 v
Name:
6 3
3 3
6 4 4 O N EX LU
10 10 10 1
8 9
7
8 3 3
10
10
8 3 3 3
3 3
7
8 4 4 4 4
0 0 1 4 4
10 10 10 10
8 5 5 9 7
8 9 9 7 7
7 7 9 9
d 1 7 9 3 3 3 3
10 10
10 10
3 3
7 7
7 7 9
9 9
10 0 1
5 5
5 5 5 5
74 7
7 9

©Read Write Middle 2018

unlikely - red irregular - white
he buttjf for
es!
ev Ir.

monthly - red yearly - white

, Champion, lingered at the table hoping that someone

waited - green slept - red

s shocked at the exorbitantly high grocery bill for all the
r the holiday dinner.

excessively - green happily - yellow

delicious - red

tasteless - white

long with his favorite carol whenever it came on the radio.
stated - red yelled - yellow
d far away from the malodorous deviled eggs.

appealing - white smelly - green

©Read Write Middle 2018
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