Many students spend the entire year looking forward to summer
vacation. Summer vacation brings thoughts of fireworks, swimming, hot
summer days and cool summer nights. Summer vacation is a beloved part of
life for many. Students having the summer months off has a long history,
particularly in the United States. The length of summer vacation fluctuates
throughout the world. Different countries may have longer or shorter breaks.
Many believe that summer breaks are a product of a history of farming.
Summer breaks actually have a more complicated history.

Rural children were often involved in farming with their families. Spring
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a long break can actually cause students to lose knowledge. The long break
can cause students to forget important skills that they don’t use over the
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Name:

Summer Vacation

Many students spend the entire year looking forward to summer
vacation. Summer vacation brings thoughts of fireworks, swimming, hot
summer days and cool summer nights. Summer vacation is a beloved part of
life for many. Students having the summer months off has a long history,
particularly in the United States. The length of summer vacation fluctuates
throughout the world. Different countries may have longer or shorter breaks.
Many believe that summer breaks are a product of a history of farming.
Summer breaks actually have a more complicated history.

Rural children were often involved in farming with their familj
and fall were common times for children to be needed on the f
Early American schools were open most of the year, but wi .
Children could come when they were able. Rural children time off
to work on their farms. Children without responsibilitie Id avoid
going to school in the extreme heat or cold, sin w&e neither
heated nor cooled. g

Schools that were open nearly yetirg grgat for students who
needed flexible schedules. Unfortungjgl teachers any long
break times for planning. When the &) of the nineteenth
century began in the United S ked to schools almost
immediately. Reformers fel e standardized with similar
schedules all over the greed over what schedule worked
best, but a comprogi ® long summer break allowed urban
| at the same time. The break began

oided the hottest months of the year.
leve that summer vacation can be detrimental for

break. Also; depending on location, the weather may make it difficult to
attend school, especially during the winter.

There may be negative aspects to long summer breaks, but there is no
denying that summer vacation can be one of the most fun times of the year.
Summer vacation is a major part of the school experience. It is a time to stay
out later, participate in outdoor activities, go swimming and more. Summer
vacation allows many children to make memories that will last a lifetime.
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Many students spend the year looking forward to summer
vacation. Summer vacation is a beloved part of life for many. Having
a break from school during summer has a long history. The length of
summer vacation fluctuates all over the world. Different countries may
have longer or shorter breaks. Many believe that summer breaks are a
product of a history of farming, but this is not entirely true.

Rural children often helped on the farm. Spring and fall were
more common times for children to be needed on the family farm.
Early American schools were open most of the year, but we!
compulsory. Children could come when they were abl
children could take time off to work on their farms,
avoid going to school in the extreme heat or col
schools were neither heated nor cogled.

Schools that were open nearl ar-r for
students who needed flexible schedul{aU y. this didn't
allow teachers any long break tim@afo n ome people felt
that school should be standaggee h r schedules all over the
hat®chedule worked best, but
mer break allowed children
. Th€ break began towards the end
ended right after the fall harvest. This

a compromise was re
to go to school at

may make It difficult to attend school, especially during winter.

There may be negative aspects to long summer breaks, but there
is no denying that summer vacation can be fun. Summer vacation has
been a major part of the school experience. It is a time to stay out
later, participate in outdoor activities, go swimming and more.
Summer vacation allows many children to make memories that will last
a lifetime.
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Context Clues

Look back in the passage and use context clues to determine the meaning
of each word. Circle the answer, then write down the context clues from the
text that helped you determine the answer.

1. beloved
a. annoying b. cherished c. regular

context clues:

2. fluctuates
a. maintains b. determines ri

context clues:

3. rural
a. country ung
context clues:
4. compulsory
a. usual c. required
context clues:
5.
. consistent c. random
6.
b. helpful c.ideal
context clues:
7. aspects
a. features b. declarations c. days

context clues:
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Name:

Context Clues

Look back in the passage and use context clues to determine the meaning of
each word. Determine what each word means based on the way it is used in
the passage, then write down the context clues from the text that helped you.

1. beloved:

context clues:

2. fluctuates:

context clues:

3. rural:

context clues:
4. compulsory:

context clues:

7. aspects:

context clues:
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Comprehension Questions

Answer the following questions using evidence from the text to support your
answer.

1. What is the central idea of the passage? List two supporting details as

well.

2. Inthe past, many children helped out on their famil
this have affected the education of children

3. How did alack of air-condi e development of a

standardized school

long summer break be harmful for students?

5. The passage states that summer vacation is a very fun time of the year.

What evidence in the passage supports this claim?

Name:

Writing Assignment

While summer vacation can be a fun time to make happy memories with
friends and family, some people believe so much time away from school can
hurt students. To make up for this, some schools are year-round and follow a
calendar that gives breaks throughout the school year instead of one long
summer break. In a well written paragraph, please explain whether you
believe year-round or fraditional calendars are best. In your writing, be sure to
include the following:

« Explain which type of calendar you believe is best.

« Explain why you think that type of calendar is best.

« Include specific downsides from the other calendar to sup O
argument.

* Make sure you proofread your writing to check for sp r
issues.
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