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VALENTINE'S DAY DIFFERENTIATED
READING PASSAGE & ACTIVITIES

Name:

alentine's Da

When we think of Valentine's Day, we often think of candy, cards, Cupid
and love. Most people who observe the holiday probably do not even think
about how it began. Although Valentine's Day is now a holiday centered
around gift-giving and romance, it actually has a long and interesting history.
The h\s'ory of the day has little to do with the holiday that exists today. In fact,

en disagree about how t@@holiday began and who it is

holiday
d # e from
15t

celebrations and it was not consldered a hme to celebrole love. Some
researchers argue that Lupercalia has no connection to Valentine's Day.
Valentine's Day got its name from two men named Valentine who were
executed because of their religious beliefs. Saint Valentine's Day was instituted
to honor them.

St. Valentine's Day had no association with a celebration of love for
hundreds of years. Valentine's Day became correlated with romantic love in
the medieval period. Geoffrey Chaucer was a famous author who wrote The
Canterbury Tales. Chaucer wrote in a 1382 poem that St. Valentine's Day was
the day when birds choose their mates. Although the day could have been
associated with love before this, there is no record.

People in Europe likely began celebrating Valentine's Day years later.
One of the earliest valentines was wvmen someone who had been

e 1400s. The author was a nchmen who sent a note to his

by, sp .
|
ch Of V. Ie le cards and
peni lea: tines had

become populcr by the early 1800s. Newspcpers were produclng poems
centered on the holiday. Paper lace cards were first mass-produced in
America in 1847. They soon became popular throughout the country and
began to replace personal notes. Chocolates as a Valentine's Day gifting
tradition followed soon after. An industry devoted to the holiday was born.
Modern celebrations often include notes, letters or emails to loved ones.
Flowers, chocolates and candy hearts are also popular icons of Valentine's
Day. Gift-giving between couples, friends and children is part of the holiday.
Despite the unclear history of the day, many people enjoy celebrating it.
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When we think of Valentine's Day, we often think of candy and
cards. Most people who observe the holiday probably do not even
think about how it began. Valentine's Day has a long and interesting
history. The history of the day has little to do with the holiday that exists
rodoy There is even disagreement abqut how the holiday began.
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Lupercalia has no connection to clen ine's Day. Valentine's Day got

its name from two men named Valentine. They were executed
because of their religious beliefs. Saint Valentine's Day was instituted
to honor them.

St. Valentine's Day was not connected with love for hundreds of
years. Valentine's Day became correlated with love in the 1300s.
Geoffrey Chaucer was a famous author. He wrote in a 1382 poem
that St. Valentine's Day was the day when birds choose their mates.

People in Europe likely began celebrating Valentine's Day years
later. One of the earliest valentines was written in the 1400s. The
author was a Frenchmen who sent a note to his wife while he was in
prison. S| speare wrote about Valegdine's Day in the 16005 As
yecrs Wi ole nne

late 17
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cards were first mcde in America in 1847. They soon beccme popular
throughout the country. Chocolates as a Valentine's Day gifting
tradition followed soon after. An industry devoted to the holiday was
born.

Modern celebrations often include notes, letters or emails to
loved ones. Flowers, chocolates and candy hearts are also popular
icons of Valentine's Day. Gift-giving between couples, friends and
children is part of the holiday. Despite the unclear history of the day,

many people enjoy celebrating it.
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Name:

Context Clues

Look back in the passage and use context clues to determine the meaning
of each word. Circle the answer, then write down the context clues from the
text that helped you determine the answer.

1. observe
a. ple i celebrcﬂ. . remember
cont
obsci
a. undar

context clues:

trace

a. hint
context clues:
instituted

a. started . happened . opened
context clues:

correlated
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context clues:

icons
a. symbols
context clues:
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Name:

Context Clues

Look back in the passage and use context clues to determine the meaning of
each word. Determine what each word means based on the way it is used in
the passage, then write down the context clues from the text that helped you.

observe:

context clues:

instituted:

context clues:

correlated:

context clues:
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Name:

Comprehension

Answer the following questions using evidence from the text to support your
answer.

1. Whatis the central idea of the passage? List two supporting details as

well.

How are early celebrations of Saint Valentine's Day different from the
way the holiday is celebrated today?

What role did Chaucer play in the modern-day version of Valentine's
Day?

Wiliam Shakespeare is a well-respected and very famous author. Why
would the author mention him in the passage?

‘cRead Wite Midde

riting Assignment

Many people use Valentine's Day to celebrate all of the friendships and other

relationships in their life. In a well-written paragraph, please describe

someone who is very important to you. In your writing, be sure to include the

following:

+ Explain who the person is.

+ Explain why the person is important to you.

+ Include specific details that make that person unique.

+ Make sure you proofread your writing to check for spelling and grammar
issues.|
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VALENTINE'S DAY TEXT MESSAGE
ANALYSIS

Name: _
essage Analysis

How do the two people in the conversation know
each other?

Cite evide@E from the fext that supports your
; tio

. Cite evidence from the text that supports your
answer to the previous question

(o mp e s What conclusion can you draw about one person
have otk tomorrow. | in the conversation?

Cite evidence from the fext that supports your
answer to the previous question.

How do the two people in the conversation know
each other?

Rachel
[l Cite evidence from the text that supports your

stop! answer to the previous question.

What hop’ed before this conversation took

e What conclusion can you draw about one person
Yok 30 o And g in the conversation?

Cite evidence from the text that supports your

- answer to the previous question
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©Copyright Read Write Middle 2019

Text MessagNz Analysis

1. How do the two people in the conversation know
Nors each other?
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. How do the two people in the conversation know
each other?

. Cite evidence from the text that supports your
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. What happened before this conversation took
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in the conversation?

answer to the previous question.

each other?
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VALENTINE'S DAY

COLOR BY NUMBER

Name:

Name:

CONTEXT CLUES CONTEXT CLUES

Read the sentences below and use context clues to determine the meaning of
each underlined word. Then fill in the spaces that match the question number with

the color that corresponds with your answer.
1 1 1 .
1. Rochelle basked in the beauty of her flowers.
2 9 delighted - purple partied - red relaxed - white
8

2. Jason scrawled his name on the card because he didn't want anyone to be

contexTclues | PREVIEW

the card to try to determine who sent it to him.

e studied - purple promised - pink

lided with the door as Lauren walked in the house.

ol bumped into - white popped - pink

as congested with many couples having dinner.

blocked - purple exhausted - white

raced her teddy bear and squeezed it close to her chest.

d - pink,

reduced - red decorated - purple

assed out copious amounts of candy.

plentiful - red reduced - pink
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VALENTINE'S DAY

COLOR BY NUMBER

Name:

Name:

CONTENT CLUES
CONTEXT CLUES

each underlined word. Then fill in the spaces that match the question number with
the color that corresponds with your answer.

called - brown thought - red believed - white

2. Jackson tried to ascertain who sent him the note, but he couldn't figure it out.

Name:

C O N I EX | C LU ES watching poignant movies with his mom because she always

3 funny - red action - pink
mored with the adorable puppy.

annoyed - pink uninterested - brown

5 ffinishing touches on the bouquet of flowers he assembled for his

bought - red made - brown

eve king fofiher
utinize inglit.

J " .
m preiiendeing i aboUlthd@bresen could
amirMg it n I i

secretly - purple openly - red

noon was consumed by making Valentine's Day cards for
35S,

wasted - purple saved - pink

bd his exasperation by rolling his eyes every time a love song
ce.

frustration - purple rage - pink
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